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Please help the enjoyment of those around you by silencing your electronic device as soon as you are seated. 
 

We welcome your donations in the basket at the center of the hall. 
Please give generously to help us continue presenting needed musical refreshment. 

A suggested donation of $20 would be appreciated. 
 

Not on our email reminder list?  
Sign up today on one of the clipboards at the usher stations.  

 
 
 
 

Or visit our website to donate or subscribe. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
COVID-19: Masks are optional at St. John’s. We encourage anyone who is unvaccinated or who 

is more comfortable wearing a mask to do so. 
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PROGRAM 

 
 
Valley of the Moon Reel  Alasdair Fraser & Natalie Haas 
 
Sonata for Violin Solo and Cembalo in D Major  George Frederick Handel (1655-1759) 
 
Tune Set: 
 Tom Kruskals 
 Down The Brae  
 The Meeting of The Waters 
 
Duo for Violin and Cello  Jessie Montgomery (b. 1981) 
 Meandering  
 Dirge  
 Presto 
 
Jigs:  
 The Little Burnt Potato  
 Rock Valley Jig  
 Smash the Windows 
 
Reel Set: 
 Red Prairie Dawn 
 The Golden Ticket 
 
Suite for Two for Violin and Cello  Andy Stein 
 Hoedown  
 Waltz  
 Salsa 
 
Jigs:  
 Coffee 
 Unnamed Jig  
 Calliope House 
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ABOUT THE ARTISTS 
 

 
 

 
Blending classical and traditional music, the 
duo Larksgrove brings a fresh voice to the 
concert hall. Their unique interpretations of 
the classics and novel arrangements of 
traditional fiddle tunes infuse their 
performances with inventiveness and surprise. 
Equally at home in the concert hall and the 
dance hall, Peter Zay, cello and guitar, and 
EmmaLee Holmes-Hicks, violin and fiddle, 
enjoy the challenge of playing their new styles 
of music and difficult repertoire, and their 

performances reveal the comfort and delight they glean from creative collaboration. 
 
Both grew up as country kids, EmmaLee on a working farm in Central Illinois, and Peter in the 
wooded Berkshires of western Massachusetts. These two accomplished musicians connect not only 
with their music but through their deep roots in the land and the natural world. From pulling 
weeds, splitting wood, and driving a tractor, to studying at top-notch music conservatories and 
developing careers as performing musicians, Peter and EmmaLee share similar musical paths. Peter 
cut his musical teeth playing in rock and heavy metal bands while studying classical cello and 
donning his tux for orchestra concerts. In her youth, EmmaLee studied Suzuki violin and 
performed in regional orchestras and string quartets. Then she would kick back and use her fiddle 
to drive spirited old-time barn dances. The delight these two display in sharing their eclectic music 
is reflected in the faces of audience members who are captivated by this dynamic duo. 
 
EmmaLee and Peter perform live in concert halls and on stages, on nature trails, and in parks and 
classrooms. And they’re well-versed in the technology of producing recorded and livestream 
performances for audiences to enjoy from far flung locations. 
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EmmaLee Holmes-Hicks grew up on an 
organic farm where she presented her 
girlhood violin performances to a very 
attentive audience—her flock of merino sheep. 
As that violin grew from quarter- to full-size, 
EmmaLee, with that expressive instrument in 
hand, made her way onto the stage as soloist 
with symphonies and then on to Carnegie 
Hall as a member of the Pangea String 
Quartet. Her career as a violinist has taken 
her on adventures across Europe, Japan, 
South America, Canada, and the United 

States. With a contagious energy and enthusiasm for sharing her music, EmmaLee enjoys 
performing classical, baroque, and contemporary music, as well as traditional and fusion fiddle 
music. 
 
Armed with a performance degree from the Cleveland Institute of Music and a doctoral degree 
from SUNY Stony Brook, EmmaLee serves as principal second violinist of the New Bedford 
Symphony and as a busy chamber player on stage in venues on the East Coast, as well as the 
Midwest. She is on faculty at the University of Massachusetts, Dartmouth and the Birch Creek 
Summer Performance Center. 
 
A firm believer that music can move people, quite literally, EmmaLee takes the lead in string bands 
across New England and in the Midwest where her lively fiddle music drives the spirited old-time 
dancing. As a small tyke she took up her fiddle with the Rusty Pickup String Band, and this 
champion fiddler adds fiddling in both the classroom and on stage as a spice to enrich classical 
programs. 
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Peter Zay is a multi-instrumentalist, composer 
and arranger who relates to audiences with 
clarity of tonality, and a passion for music that 
is candid and direct. Peter began his musical 
life receiving cello lessons from his mother at 
age six. From those early moments on, he has 
performed in every conceivable venue from 
the intimate Camden Opera House in Maine 
to Madison Square Garden and everything in 
between. 
 
Peter is an avid music listener and creator 

experimenting with different genres, leaving no style of music untouched. He has played in jazz 
and rock bands, performed with opera and musical productions, and been a leader for many 
classical orchestra sections and chamber groups. In addition to his busy schedule with Larksgrove, 
Peter currently holds positions in the Hartford Symphony, the Plymouth Philharmonic, the New 
Bedford Symphony, the New World Trio, and the Mosaic String Trio, among others. 
 
One would think Peter has no time for anything else except music. However, his early childhood 
exposure to soccer as an MVP awarded goalie instilled in him a lifetime passion for sports, either 
participating in games or following his favorite teams. In his leisure time you will find him hiking, 
landscaping, and renovating houses. Peter lives in Massachusetts with his wife Anastasia, daughter 
Sofia and their Portuguese Waterdog, Daisy. 
 
Peter pays homage to his mentors and influencers, including his mother Jean for her unlimited 
musical nurturing, his cousin Richard for teaching him folk and blues guitar, and his cello teachers 
David Geber, David Wells and Justin Kagan who inspired him professionally and personally. Peter 
has earned degrees from The Hartt School and the Manhattan School of Music. 
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acknowledges with gratitude the following donors for the 2021-2022 season: 
 
 
 
 

 
Sponsor:  
$2000-$4999 

Stephan & Francine Christiansen 
Hope & Bill Eakins 
The Emerick Family 
Bette-Jane Hardersen 

Christa Rakich & Janis Milroy 
Alex & Patricia Vance 
The Verney Family 

 

  
 
 

  

Patron: 
$1000-$1999 

David & Barbara Buddington 
Christopher & Kimberley Byrd 
 

David W. Dangremond 
William R. Peelle, Jr.  

 

  
 

  

Advocate: 
$500-$999 

Anonymous 
David & Marian Beers 
  in honor of Ralph B. Valentine 
Lynn & Lissie Brooks 
Matt & Alina Ciscel 
Halsey & Michelle Cook 
Helen Newell Douglas 
Nancy Hemstreet Eaton 
   in memory of my teacher, Ruth Milliken 
Martha Fine  
Suzanne Gates 
Ann Hutchinson 
   in memory of E. William Hutchinson 

Betty N. Knorr 
Donald Logie  
John & Laura Roche  
James C. Shafer 
Paul Shaker & Cleveland Williams 
    in memory of Alfred Haddad 
Dr. Christoph & Mrs. Dale Stretz 
Lynne & Ralph Valentine  
Lyn Walker 
Anne & John Walsh 
John Wilcox & Virginia Van Dyk 

 

  
 
 

  

Sustainer: 
$250-$499 

Brad & Janet Babbitt  
John & Eleanor Barnes 
The Clapp Family 
Kathryn S. L. Cox 
Barbara O. David 
Ray & Julia Giolitto 
Susan & Ross Hatch 
Helen & Don Hughlett 
   in memory of Linda Fiske 
 

Virginia Kemp & Michael Biondi 
Joseph L. Pace 
Nancy Skeele 
   in memory of Robert B. Skeele 
William J. Uricchio & Katherine M. Hart 
   in honor of our brilliant clergy & staff who kept  
   us afloat 
Ruodon Zhang 
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Contributor: 
$125-$249 

Anonymous (3) 
Marion Conklin 
Robert & Edith Connolly 
Amy & Todd Fitzgerald 
David Grimaldi 
Sarah Kieffer  
Daniel Kingman  
The Lamlein Family,  
    in memory of Edward W. Lamlein, Jr. 
Lisa & Mike Mahoney,  
    in memory of Polly & Chuck Serpan 
John & Lauren Mascola-Swift, 
    in memory of Carol Bachand 

Scott McIntyre  
Rev. & Mrs. Louis Neuchterlein 
Chuck & Bobbie Morkin 
Nancy Pedersen 
Mark Proft, in memory of Virginia Elizabeth Proft 
Nina & Gioduccio Roselli Del Turco 
Mark & Tema Silk 
Paul & Jacqueline Smith 
Patricia Struglia 
Martin Wheeler & Deborah Ferrari 
Daphne Wilcox 
Wesley L. Winterbottom & Dr. Elizabeth A. Rocco 
    in honor of our grandchildren 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 

Friend: 
$50-$124 

Heywood Alexander  
Chuck & Claudia Ayer 
Susan B. Clemow 
Ann Drinan 
Linda Dunakin 
Charles & Candace Evans  
Anne Harney  
Jane Harris  
Walter & Anne Mayo 

David & Tina McCary 
The O’Brien Family 
Charnley Parr 
Hank Prussing & Susan Pearson, 
    in honor of Pi-Hsun Shih 
John Rose 
Charlotte & Martin Sornborger, 
    in honor of Barbara Gibbs Barton 
John & Cheryl Wadsworth 

 

 Jackie McCauley  
    in memory of Monico and Elsie Velasco 
 
 
 

  

Donor: 
$1-$49 

Katharine Carle, 
    in memory of Robert Skeele 
Martin & Dorine Donovan 
 

Sid & Andrea Igdalsky 
Douglas Johnson 
Edie Sletner 
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Remaining 2021-2022 Events 
 
Choral Evensong: Fourth Sunday of selected months at 5:00pm 
April 24: St. John’s Schola 
 
Pipes Alive! Organ Recital Series: First Sunday of each month at 12:30pm 
May 1: Floyd Higgins 
June 5: Christa Rakich 
 
New World Trio: Sunday at 2:00pm 
May 15 

 

 

 

 

 



 - 11 - 

A preview of next season! 
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