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WELCOME 
 

You have wisely chosen to spend your Sunday evening with us, participating in one of the most beautiful ancient 
customs of Anglican worship – Choral Evensong. What you are about to experience is a powerful connection 
between your earthly life and the divine. Although the formal version of this service was established in 1549, the 
prayers contained therein harken back even further into antiquity.  
 

Your role as a participant is simply to be in a quiet space, allow the prayers of the clergy and choir to enter your 
soul, and sing and recite the portions indicated, as you feel comfortable. Together, we offer this worship to the 
glory of God alone, that it might make the day we have just shared holy and perfect, and prepare us for the week 
ahead. 
 

We are delighted to welcome worshippers back into the church. To ensure everyone’s safety, please observe the 
following guidelines, which apply to everyone regardless of vaccine status.   

•  

• Wear a mask over your mouth and nose at all times. We have disposable masks should you need one.  
• Practice social distancing with members of other households. Observe signs and the directions of 

vergers and ushers about where to sit. Greet one another from a distance with a nod, wave, peace sign, 
etc.  

• If you might need to get up during the service, please sit on the right side of the nave. The first-floor 
restrooms are available should you need them. Please refrain from going into other areas of the 
building.  

• Children must stay with their accompanying adult(s). 
• Enter through the red doors only, and leave through either the red doors or the side doors into the 

Cloister Garden portico, as directed by a verger or usher.  
• You may leave your donation in the wooden offering box. We can also receive donations through 

the mail or online via our web site (https://www.reddoormusic.org/donate/). Thank you! 
•  

It is our custom to be silent before the service, so as you take some time to pray, please turn off all electronic 
devices. All you need to participate in the service is found here in this bulletin.  
 

Our ushers and vergers are here to help create a welcoming and safe space for worship; please let them know if 
you have questions, need assistance, or become aware of a health or safety concern. We’re glad you’re here! 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 

  
Please turn off your portable devices upon arrival, and observe silence. 

Your donations make these services and events possible. Thank you for your generosity. 
 
OPENING VOLUNTARY      Andante Cantabile from Symphony No. 5 Charles-Marie Widor (1844-1937) 

 
The people stand (as they are able) as the procession enters the Nave, and are seated when the choir sits. 

 
INTROIT Crossing the bar Charles Hubert Hastings Parry (1848-1918) 
  Words: Alfred, Lord Tennyson (1809-1892) 
Sunset and evening star, 
And one clear call for me! 
And may there be no moaning of the bar, 
When I put out to sea, 
But such a tide as moving seems asleep, 
Too full for sound and foam, 
When that which drew from out the boundless deep 
Turns again home. 
 

Twilight and evening bell, 
And after that the dark! 
And may there be no sadness of farewell, 
When I embark; 
For tho’ from out our bourne of Time and Place 
The flood may bear me far, 
I hope to see my Pilot face to face 
When I have crost the bar. 
 
OPENING SENTENCE  Amos 5:8 
 

Seek him who made the Pleiades and Orion, and turns deep darkness into the morning, and darkens the day into 
night; who calls for the waters of the sea and pours them out upon the surface of the earth: The Lord is his name. 
 
THE PRECES  Plainsong 
 

 Cantor O Lord, open thou our lips. 
 Choir And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
 Cantor O God, make speed to save us. 
 Choir O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 

  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 
  Cantor Praise ye the Lord. 
    Choir The Lord’s name be praised. 

 
 

The people are seated. 
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PSALM 23         Dominus regit me  Chant by C. Hylton Stewart (1884-1932) 
 

The Lord is my shepherd; * 
    I shall not be in want. 
 

He makes me lie down in green pastures * 
    and leads me beside still waters. 
 

He revives my soul * 
    and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake. 
 

Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
    I shall fear no evil; * 
    for you are with me; 
    your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
 

You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; * 
    you have anointed my head with oil, 
    and my cup is running over. 
 

Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, * 
    and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 
 

The people stand. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son,* 
 and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning is now, and ever shall be,* 
 world without end. Amen. 
 

The people are seated. 
 

FIRST LESSON  1 John 3:16-24 
 

e know love by this, that he laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down our lives for one 
another. How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world's goods and sees a brother or sister in 
need and yet refuses help? Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. 

And by this we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him whenever our hearts 
condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn 
us, we have boldness before God; and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments 
and do what pleases him. And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus 
Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. All who obey his commandments abide in him, and 
he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
  

W 



4 CHORAL EVENSONG 

 
MAGNIFICAT  Thomas Weelkes (1576-1623) 
   

My soul doth magnify the Lord, 
 and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. 
For he hath regarded  
 the lowliness of his handmaiden. 
For behold from henceforth, 
 all generations shall call me blessed. 
For he that is mighty hath magnified me, 
 and holy is his Name. 
 

And his mercy is on them that fear him 
 throughout all generations. 
He hath showed strength with his arm; 
 he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 
He hath put down the mighty from their seat, 
 and hath exalted the humble and meek. 
He hath filled the hungry with good things, 
 and the rich he hath sent empty away. 
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, 
 as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever. 
 
 

The people stand. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
 and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning is now, and ever shall be, 
 world without end. Amen.  

The people are seated. 
 
SECOND LESSON  John 10:11–18 
 

esus said, “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The hired hand, who 
is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and 
the wolf snatches them and scatters them. The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for 

the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I 
know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must 
bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the 
Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down 
of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received this 
command from my Father.” 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
  

J 
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NUNC DIMITTIS  Thomas Weelkes 
 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, 
  according to thy word; 
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation 
  which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; 
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, 
 and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 
 
 

    The people stand. 
 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
 and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning is now, and ever shall be, 
 world without end. Amen. 
 

The people chant on a monotone: 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED     
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;  
 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
 born of the Virgin Mary,  
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, dead, and buried. 
 He descended into hell.   
 The third day he rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven,   
 and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
 From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS   Plainsong 
    Cantor  The Lord be with you. 
      Choir  And with thy spirit. 
    Cantor  Let us pray. 
 

The people kneel or remain standing. 
 

    Cantor  Lord, have mercy upon us. 
      Choir  Christ, have mercy upon us. 
    Cantor  Lord, have mercy upon us. 
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      Choir  Our Father, which art in heaven, 
      hallowed be thy Name, 
      thy kingdom come, 
      thy will be done, 
           in earth as it is in heaven. 
     Give us this day our daily bread. 
     And forgive us our trespasses, 
      as we forgive them that trespass against us. 
     And lead us not into temptation, 
      but deliver us from evil. Amen.  
 

    Cantor  O Lord, show thy mercy upon us. 
      Choir  And grant us thy salvation. 
    Cantor  O Lord, save the State. 
      Choir  And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 

   Cantor  Endue thy ministers with righteousness. 
      Choir  And make thy chosen people joyful. 
    Cantor  O Lord, save thy people. 
      Choir  And bless thine inheritance. 
    Cantor  Give peace in our time, O Lord. 
      Choir  Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 
    Cantor  O God, make clean our hearts within us. 
      Choir  And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
 
THE COLLECTS    “Amen” is sung by the Choir. 
 

Of the day 
O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that when we hear his voice we may know 
him who calls us each by name, and follow where he leads; who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, 
one God, for ever and ever. 
 

For Church Musicians and Artists 
O God, whom saints and angels delight to worship in heaven: Be ever present with thy servants who seek through 
art and music to perfect the praises offered by thy people on earth; and grant to them even now glimpses of thy 
beauty, and make them worthy at length to behold it unveiled forevermore; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 

For Aid against Perils 
Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in your great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; 
for the love of your only Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. 
 

The people are seated. 
 
A GREETING  The Reverend Linda Spiers 
 
ANTHEM John 3:16 Brittney E. Boykin (1839-1901) 
 

For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten son, 
That whosoever believeth in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 
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The people stand and say together: 

 
THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING       
 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we thine unworthy servants do give thee most humble and hearty thanks 
for all thy goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all. We bless thee for our creation, preservation, and all 
the blessings of this life; but above all for thine inestimable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord 
Jesus Christ, for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we beseech thee, give us that due sense of 
all thy mercies, that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful; and that we show forth thy praise, not only with 
our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to thy service, and by walking before thee in holiness and 
righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all 
honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL  

  
Officiant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost,  

                            be with us all evermore.  Amen.     
 
 
CONCLUDING VOLUNTARY Fugue in G minor, BWV 542b Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 
  

The people may be seated once the procession has exited the Nave. 
Please remain quiet out of respect for those who wish to listen to the Voluntary. 

 
 

Participants 
The Reverend Linda Spiers, Officiant 

Erica Shippee, Cantor 
John Nowacki, Crucifer & Layreader 

Scott Lamlein, Choirmaster & Organist 
 

 
St. John’s Schola 

Erica Shippee, soprano 
Mary Beth Lamlein, alto 
Brendon Gallagher, tenor 

Richard Barstow, bass 
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