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Please connect with the sacred by turning off your electronic device as soon as you are seated.  
We welcome your donations in the baskets located at the entrances.  

Please give generously to help us continue presenting needed musical refreshment.  
 
  

Not on our email reminder list?   
Sign up today on one of the clipboards at the usher stations.   

 
 

Or visit our website to donate or subscribe. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music at the Red Door is supported in part by the Richard P. Garmany Fund at the Hartford Foundation 
for Public Giving, the Edward C. & Ann T. Roberts Foundation, the George A. & Grace L. Long 
Foundation, and the Marjorie Jolidon Fund of the Greater Hartford Chapter – American Guild of 
Organists. Additional support comes from the State of Connecticut, Department of Economic and 
Community Development, Office of the Arts, which also receives support from the National Endowment 
for the Arts, a federal agency. 
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VOLUNTARIES FOR ORGAN  
  

Three Variations on Puer natus in Bethlehem Rebecca Groom Te Velde (b. 1956) 
A child is born in Bethlehem 
Rejoice, rejoice, sing high, sing low  
Benedicamus Domino 

Zu Bethlehem geboren Helmut Walcha (1907-1991) 
Es ist ein’ Ros’ entsprungen Johannes Brahms (1833-1897) 
Improvisation on Irby 
 
 
 
OPENING HYMN IN PROCESSION 102     All stand and sing  
     
Once in Royal David’s City IRBY 
 Stanza 1 - sung by chorister Descant: Paul Halley (b. 1952) 

Stanza 2 - sung by the choir  
Stanzas 3 - 6 sung by all  

 
 
 
GREETING     Be seated The Reverend Todd FitzGerald 

 
 
 
THE BIDDING PRAYER     All stand   
  

eloved in Christ, in this Christmastide, let it be our care and delight to hear again the message 
of the Angels, and in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is 
come to pass, and the Babe lying in a manger.  

  
Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of God from the first days of 
our disobedience unto the glorious Redemption brought us by this holy Child; and let us make this 
church glad with our carols of praise. But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world; for peace 
and goodwill over all the earth; for the mission and unity of the Church for which he died, and 
especially in this country and within this city.  
  
And because this of all things would rejoice his heart, let us at this time remember in his name the 
poor and the helpless; the hungry and the oppressed; the sick and those who mourn; the lonely and 
the unloved; the aged and the little children; and all those who know not the Lord Jesus, or who 
love him not, or who by sin have grieved his heart of love.   
  
Lastly, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and all those who rejoice with us, 
but upon another shore and in a greater light, that multitude which no one can number, whose 
hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in this Lord Jesus, we for evermore are one. 

B 
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These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven, in the words which Christ 
himself hath taught us:  
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,   
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,   
for ever and ever. Amen.   
  
The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; and unto the 
fellowship of the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all. Amen.  
 
 
 
INVITATORY CAROL     Be seated  
  
E’en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come Paul Manz (1919-2009) 

 
Peace be to you, and grace from Him who freed us from our sins,  
who loved us all, and shed His blood that we might saved be.  
  
Sing Holy, Holy to our Lord, the Lord Almighty God,  
who was, and is, and is to come, sing Holy, Holy Lord.  
   
Rejoice in heaven, all ye that dwell therein, rejoice on earth, ye saints below,  
for Christ is coming soon.  
   
E’en so, Lord Jesus, quickly come, and night shall be no more;  
they need no light, nor lamp, nor sun, for Christ will be their All.  
 
 
 
FIRST LESSON read by Bill Lockery 
  
God tells sinful Adam that he has lost the life of Paradise and that his seed will bruise the serpent’s head.  
Genesis 3: 8–15; 17–19  
 

nd they heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and 
Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God amongst the trees of 
the garden. And the Lord God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou? 

And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid 
myself. And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I 
commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat? And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest 

A 
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to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat. And the Lord God said unto the woman, 
What is this that thou hast done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat. 
And the Lord God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed above all 
cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all 
the days of thy life: and I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and 
her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. And unto Adam he said, Because 
thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded 
thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of 
it all the days of thy life; thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the 
herb of the field; in the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for 
out of it wast thou taken; for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return. 
 

Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
CAROL 
  
In the Beginning                                                                                  Rosephayne Powell (b. 1962) 
 Text from John 1:1-3 
  
In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, 
And the Word was God. 
The same was in the beginning with God. 
All things were made that have been made. 
Nothing was made, He has not made. 
All things were made by Him. 
 
 
 
SECOND LESSON read by Jx Eikel 
  
God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed shall the nations of the earth be blessed.   
Genesis 22: 15–18    
  

nd the angel of the Lord called unto Abraham out of heaven the second time, and said, By 
myself have I sworn, saith the Lord, for because thou hast done this thing, and hast not 
withheld thy son, thine only son: that in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will 

multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy 
seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be 
blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice. 
 

Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

A 
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HYMN 54     All stand and sing        
  
Savior of the Nations, Come NUN KOMM, DER HEIDEN HEILAND 
 
 
 
THIRD LESSON     Be seated read by Lissie Brooks 
  
The prophet foretells the coming of the Saviour.   
Isaiah 9: 2, 6–7    
  

he people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in the land of the 
shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined. For unto us a child is born, unto us a 
son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called 

Wonderful Counsellor, the mighty God, the everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. Of the 
increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon 
his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even 
forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this. 
 

Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
CAROL        
  
Come Renew Us Eleanor Daley (b. 1955) 
 Text: David Adam 
 

Come Lord, come to us, enter our darkness, 
Enter our darkness with your light. 
Fill our emptiness with your presence, 
Come, refresh, restore, restore, renew us. 
 
In or sadness, come as joy, 
In our troubles, come as peace, 
In our fearfulness, come as hope, 
In our darkness, come as light, 
In our frailty, come, come as strength, 
In our loneliness, come as love. 
Come, refresh, restore, renew us. 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

T 
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FOURTH LESSON read by Michael Mei 
  
The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown.  
Isaiah 11: 1–3a; 4a; 6–9    
  

nd there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his 
roots: 
 

And the spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord; 
 

And shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of the Lord: and he shall not judge after 
the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears: 
 

But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth: 
and he shall smite the earth: with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall he slay 
the wicked. 
 

The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf 
and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them. 
 

And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down together: and the lion shall 
eat straw like the ox. 
 

And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand 
on the cockatrice’ den. 
 

They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea. 
 

Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
CAROL    
  
The Lamb Scott Lamlein (b. 1972) 
 Text: William Blake 
  
Little Lamb, who made thee? Dost thou know who made thee? 
Gave thee life and bid thee feed, By the stream and o’er the mead; 
Gave thee clothing of delight, Softest clothing wooly, bright; 
Gave thee such a tender voice, Making all the vales rejoice? 
Little Lamb, who made thee? Dost thou know who made thee? 
 
Little Lamb, I’ll tell thee, Little Lamb I’ll tell thee: 
He is called by thy name, For He calls Himself a Lamb. 
He is meek, and He is mild: He became a little child. 
I a child, and thou a lamb, We are called by His name. 
Little Lamb, God bless thee! Little Lamb, God bless thee! 
 

A 
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FIFTH LESSON read by Danielle Branco 
  
The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary.  
Luke 1: 26–35, 38   
  

nd in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named 
Nazareth, to a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; 
and the virgin’s name was Mary. And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that 

art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women. And when she saw him, 
she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what manner of salutation this should be. And 
the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God. And, behold, thou 
shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS. He shall be 
great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne 
of his father David: and he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there 
shall be no end. Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a man? And 
the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of 
the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall 
be called the Son of God. And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me 
according to thy word. And the angel departed from her. 
 

Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
HYMN 265     All stand and sing 
  
The Angel Gabriel GABRIEL’S MESSAGE 
 
 
 
SIXTH LESSON     Be seated read by Eti Akpan 
  
St. Luke tells of the birth of Jesus.  
Luke 2: 1; 3-7   
  

nd it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Cæsar Augustus, that 
all the world should be taxed. And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. And 
Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judæa, unto the city of 

David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:) to be taxed 
with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. And so it was, that, while they were there, the 
days were accomplished that she should be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn son, and 
wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them 
in the inn. 
 

Thanks be to God. 
  
  
  

A 

A 
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CAROL      
  
In the Bleak Midwinter arr. Becky McGlade (b.1974) 
 Text: Christina Rossetti 
 

In the bleak midwinter frosty wind made moan, 
Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone, 
Snow had fallen snow on snow, snow on snow, 
In the bleak midwinter long ago. 
Our God, Heav’n cannot hold Him, nor earth sustain; 
Heav’n and earth shall flee away when He comes to reign: 
In the bleak midwinter a stable-place sufficed 
The Lord God Almighty Jesus Christ. 
What can I give Him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd I would bring a lamb, 
If I were a wise man I would do my part, 
Yet what I can I give Him, 
Give my heart, I give my heart.  
 
 
 
SEVENTH LESSON   read by Ben Clapp 
  
The shepherds go to the manger.  
Luke 2: 8-16   
  

nd there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, Fear 

not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is 
born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto 
you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly there 
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. And it came to pass, as the angels were gone 
away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto 
Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. 
And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. 
 

Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A 
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CAROL   
  
On Christmas Night                          Sussex Carol  

           arr. Philip Ledger (1937-2012)  
  
On Christmas night all Christians sing  
To hear the news the angels bring.  
On Christmas night all Christians sing  
To hear the news the angels bring.  
  
News of great joy, new of great mirth,  
News of our merciful King’s birth.  
  
Then why should men on earth be so sad,  
Since our Redeemer made us glad?  
Then why should men on earth be so sad,  
Since our Redeemer made us glad?  
  
When from our sin he set is free  
All for to gain our liberty?  

When sin departs before His grace  
Then life and health come in its place.  
When sin departs before His grace  
Then life and health come in its place.  
  
Angels and men with joy may sing,  
All for to see the newborn King.  
  
All out of darkness we have light  
Which made the angels sing this night.  
All out of darkness we have light  
Which made the angels sing this night.  
  
“Glory to God and peace to men  
Now and for evermore, amen!”  

 
 
 
EIGHTH LESSON              read by Walter McKenney 
  
The wise men are led by the star to Jesus.  
Matthew 2: 1–12  
  

ow when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judæa in the days of Herod the king, behold, 
there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, saying, Where is he that is born King of 
the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him. When Herod 

the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. And when he had 
gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he demanded of them where 
Christ should be born. And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judæa: for thus it is written by 
the prophet, And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the least among the princes of Juda: 
for out of thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel. Then Herod, when he had 
privily called the wise men, inquired of them diligently what time the star appeared. And he sent 
them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently for the young child; and when ye have 
found him, bring me word again, that I may come and worship him also. When they had heard 
the king, they departed; and lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went before them, till it came 
and stood over where the young child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding 
great joy. And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his 
mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they 
presented unto him gifts, gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. And being warned of God in a 
dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed into their own country another way. 
 

Thanks be to God. 

N 



 - 11 - 

CAROL   
  
My Lord has Come                                    Will Todd (b. 1970)  
 

Shepherds, called by angels, His love will hold me, 
called by love and angels; his love will cherish me, 
no place for them but a stable. love will cradle me. 
My Lord has come. 
 
Sages, searching for stars,  Lead me, lead me to see him, 
searching for love in heaven;  sages and shepherds and angels; 
no place for them but a stable.  no place for me but a stable. 
My Lord has come.  My Lord has come.  
 
 
 
NINTH LESSON     All stand read by Robin Brown 
  
St. John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation.  
John 1: 1-14  
  

n the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The 
same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without him was not 
any thing made that was made. In him was life; and the life was the light of men. And the 

light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not. There was a man sent from God, 
whose name was John. The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the light, that all men 
through him might believe. He was not that light, but was sent to bear witness of that light. That 
was the true light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world. He was in the world, and 
the world was made by him, and the world knew him not. He came unto his own, and his own 
received him not. But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, 
even to them that believe on his name: who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, 
nor of the will of man, but of God. And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we 
beheld his glory, the glory as of the only‐begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 
 

Thanks be to God. 
   
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I 
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CAROL     Be seated  
  
The Shepherd’s Carol Bob Chilcott (b. 1955) 
 Text: W. H Auden, Benjamin Britten 
  
We stood on the hills, Lady,  Oh, a voice from the sky, Lady, 
Our day’s work done,  It seemed to us then 
Watching the frosted meadows  Telling of God being born 
That winter had won.  In the world of men. 
 
 
The evening was calm,  Lady, And so we have come, Lady, 
The air so still,  Our day’s work done, 
Silence more lovely than music  Our love, our hopes, ourselves, 
Folded the hill.  We give to your son.  
 
There was a star, Lady, 
Shone in the night, 
Larger than Venus it was 
And bright, so bright. 
  
  
  
COLLECT AND BLESSING       All stand  
  
Officiant: The Lord be with you.  
People: And also with you.    
   
Let us pray. God, who makest us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of thy only son, 
Jesus Christ: Grant that as we joyfully receive him for our redeemer, so we may with sure 
confidence behold him, when he shall come to be our judge; who liveth and reigneth with thee 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen.   
  
Christ, who by his incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, grant you the 
fullness of inward peace and goodwill, and make you partakers of the divine nature; and the 
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with   
you always. Amen.  
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CLOSING HYMN IN PROCESSION 83, vv. 1-3, 6 
     
O come, all ye faithful ADESTE FIDELES 
  Descant: David Willcocks (1919-2015) 
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ORGAN VOLUNTARY     Be seated  
  
Improvisation on themes from today’s service  

  
The closing voluntary is a part of worship, extending the beauty of holiness so that the congregation can 
remember and give thanks for God’s Word as it has been experienced this day. All are invited to say Amen at 
the end of the Organ Voluntary as a conclusion to our worship. 
 
 
 

You are cordially invited to a reception following the service in the church hall. 
  

 
Participants  

  
The Reverend Todd FitzGerald, Officiant  

The Reverend Margie Baker, Assisting  
Caleb Worrell, Acolyte & Crucifer  

Julia Giolitto, Doreen Linton, Ushers  
  

The St. John’s Choir School and Adult Choir  
Walden Moore, Interim Choirmaster  

John R. Abdenour, Organist  
  

Choir School   
Jx Eikel, Head Chorister; Jamie Baker, Dana Crocker, Liv Lorenzo, Prefects  

Eden Baker, Danielle Branco, Ben Clapp, Jayden Donnelly, 
Mason Donnelly, Bobby Eikel, Virginia Eikel, Angie Finkell,  

 Bea Patten, Blythe Peck, Juliette Peck, James Reardon 
  

Soprano  
Nancy Eaton, Emma Evica, Danielle Foint,  

Anne Harney, Katherine Reardon, Tema Silk  
  

Alto  
Frisha Hugessen, Ann Hutchinson, Betty Knorr,  

Christiana Montalbano, Danielle Pierrati, Nancy Skeele, Abby White  
  

Tenor  
Marcos Donnelly, Michael Mei,  

Patrick Reardon, Rainerio Reyes, Michael Wells  
  

Bass  
Richard Barstow, Martin Dodd, Benjamin Mabrey,  

John Nowacki, Thomas Oberholtzer, Caleb Peck, Lad Pfeiffer  
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acknowledges with gratitude the following donors for the 2024-2025 season: 
 

Benefactor: 
$5000+ 
 

Sponsor:  
$2000-$4999 

Alex & Pat Vance 
 
 

The Emerick Family 
Bette-Jane Hardersen 
Pam & Jeff Verney 

 
 
 

 

Patron: 
$1000-$1999 

 

David & Marian Beers 
Chris & Kim Byrd 
William R. Peelle, Jr. 
 

 

Advocate: 
$500-$999 

Betsy & Greg Chicares 
Matt & Alina Ciscel 
Nancy Hemstreet Eaton 
   in memory of my teacher, Ruth Milliken 
Kate & Robert Eikel 
   in honor of the Choir School 
Susan Fay & Craig Ahmer 
 

Ray & Julia Giolitto 
Daniel Kingman 
Betty N. Knorr 
Harold Rives III & Marki Ware 
Laura & John Roche 
Jonathan Stone & Thomas Flanagan 
Ralph & Lynne Valentine 
Erica Weinstock 
 

Sustainer: 
$250-$499 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contributor: 
$125-$249 
 
 
 
 
Friend: 
$50-$124 
 
 
 
 
 

Donor: 
$1-$49 

Brad & Janet Babbitt 
Lynn & Lissie Brooks 
Helen Newell Douglas 
Suzanne Gates 
   in honor of Scott Lamlein 
Helen Hughlett 
   in memory of Don Hughlett 
 
 

Margie & Jenn Baker 
Ginny Kemp & Mike Biondi 
Edith Connolly 
Amy & Todd FitzGerald 
James & JoAnne McConaughy 
 
Anonymous 
   in memory of Damon Clemow 
James R. Barry 
Rachel Boccio 
Carol S. Clapp 
Jane Harris 
 
Linda Dunakin 
Charles & Candace Evans 

Keating Family 
Tom & Enid Oberholtzer 
Joseph L. Pace 
Mark Proft 
Nancy Skeele 
   in memory of Robert Skeele 
Lyn Walker 
Roudan Zhang 
 

Marilyn Rockwell 
   in memory of Charles A. Pease & 
   Anne Pease Carpenter 
 John & Anne Walsh 
Wesley Winterbottom & Elizabeth Rocco 
   in honor of our grandchildren 
  
Adrian Jefferson 
Katie Kennedy 
Louis Nuechterlein 
   in honor of our daughter, Anne Harney 
Loma Wright 
 

Margaret B. Thomas 
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